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EDITOR'S PREFACE 
There is hardly a month in the year—nay, ev 
calendar—which has not been made memorable er 
gles of the workers towards freedom. Each da 
fans won or lost; and each in its way is a milestone 
| on the long and weary road whieh leads to complete emancipa 
f 2 the. E of November is by far the greatest. 
л this daté twelve months ago the 
try pe ikea not only the Tzarist re 
Ёш фер and for ever the death Enell of the power of the 
class in Russia. xs — in di 


Shake your chains to earth like dew 
Which in sleep.had fallen on you. 
Ye аге many, they are few," 
of history more daring, more wonderful 
Intionary movement within $ 


Revolation sited Bl completa 
Ye 


n in his PLI г "The Revolution of — 

id not solve a single one of the Nations! p! it merely revealed 7 

The counter-revolution, along with the great industrial bye ik 
ie then took place, broke off the thread of the revolutionary movement" 


~ The month of November, 1917, saw the copiplete overthrow of the Coalition 


Bourgeoi» and Socialist Government in Russia; 
replacing it by a federal organisation of workmen's council»—namely, the 


Bovieta—to inister industrial and communal affairs. These Soviets at 
once passed a decree placing all industrial establishments that employed labour, 
whether capitalistic or co-operative, under the complete control of workmen's 
committees in conjunction with the local Soviets. 

I do not propose to discuss in detail the programme of the constitution 
of the Soviet Government which we are now publishing. Tt i» particu- 
mr. suitable to Russia in а time of revolution. As will be seen, evs 

man and every peasant has the right to vote in the election of deputies 
e. his local Soviet; the local Soviets choose their delegates to the All-Russian — 

Assembly of Soviets; and the All-Russian Assembly elects its Central- 
Executive Committee. It is a local body governing by the people, with tho 
people, and for the people, working openly, free fromal! antiquated and 
cumbersome parliamentary machinery, and free айю from the curse of 
diplomacy, secret or otherwise. In the political fields these so-called back wird 
and ignorant peasants have freed themselves from the parliamentary suporsti- 
sion: and'in many independent but federated tity communes that have been - 
established life seems to go on wonderfaily well without police, lawyers, or 
judges, or even bourgeois town councils. As Lenin says: "А member of thé — 
Soviet represents no more than 500 votes, and саз be at any time replaced. 
He is always in sight—no invisibles allowed. Furthermore, the Soviet works. 
centripetally "—the central body is controlled by tlie local constituent bodies; _ 
indeed, history seems to show mankind a new form of state organisation whic’ 
closely approaches the demands of the people and corresponds with the new 
order of things ushered in by the Russian Revolation,”” 
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Democrats of other countries who do not understand the Bolshevik 
Government, or who take their ideas from a hostile Press, exclaim ES 
the unfairness of excluding the bourgeoisie from power. Evidently they forget 
‘or have never realised that the object of amy social revolution is to put an 
end to the existence of the bourgeois or exploiting class. If there be no 
‘exploitation there can be no class of exploiters; therefore the old divisions 
of society and the class struggle will automatically disappear. The bourgeoi 
will be transformed into the position—a much more dignified one—of equalit 
with the workers, 


The extent to whi 


Ъ Bolshevik ideas of social and political organisation 
are being supported may be seen from the result of the recent elections in 
Moscow and Petrograd: Moscow, Bolsheviki and allied parties 305 seats, 
nop-Bolsheviki and others 62 seats; Petrograd, Bolsheviki and allied ee 
252 seats, non-Bolsheviki arid others 6. They have been returned by an 
overwhelming majority; therefore they can go forward secure in the know- 
ledge that they have the whole active conscious population behind them, and 
that it ie by that mandate they are to-day in power, governing the country. 

Although working against the mighty odds of war, famine, revolution, 
enemies internal and external, the Bolshevik Government has managed to 


goods 
settles the price of all goods imported or exported. Agriculture is being 
organised by the peasants themselves on a co-operative basis. The Soviet 
amd the co-operative societies are working together to control the purchase, 
supply, and manufacture of commodities; and at the present time the whole 
supply of Siberian butter, flax, and timber is concentrated in their hands. The 
co-operative societies are subject to all regulations made by the Soviets for 

the distribution of goods, especially food. 
Already more than 50,000 co-operative societies are at work in Russia. 
In the villages of the Altai mountains within the first six months after the 
ion, the villagers organised through the co-operative societies 170 
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"Were English and Irish co-operators alive to the real 
opportuni ald have for ousting the capitalist from such 
of international exchange! ч 
тайа under supervision and on behalf о 
by railwaymen themselves through their unis 


‘of the whole community. 
resources of Russia are 


still chaos—and probably there is—it is due to the heritage 
; the open hostility of the bourgeois, and the impossibility 
trade and exchange during the war. 
E ical life," said Aristotle, “it is not enough to be able t» 
е what is best without it what can be put into practice." боша 
We might have doubted whether these wonderful principles could be 
ог put into operation; we see now that their realisation is qui 
‘and that in time the example of a co-operative commonwealth ses 
Russia will be a model for all civilised countries. d 
n in fact, it was only to be expected—that th» 
‘would be assaiied on all sides by Governments and 
hold the present. capitalistic state of society, 
ion of the workers. A lying and hosti 
у wolutionary Russia, is as 
excess and every imaginable horror is laid 
" has come to be syronymogs ~ 


Novaya Zhizhn," says: "I do not writs 
I do not think they neod to be defonded= 
how a He a thousand timex repeated 
We must remember that the Revolution 
i cruelties and crimes, but also far more 
of honour, of self-forgetfulnaes, Gr 

this due to yonr 


- ... Yes, that describes- accurately x listic countries 
towards Russia. “Blinded by hatred and y," "Down with tha 
Bolsheviki! * they cry; but it is not so much the Bolshevik Republic as alt 
dt stands for. The universal desire of the governing class is that labour 
should remain the hewer of wood and the drawer ater, humble, ignorant, 
unrefined, content to remain subservient to the w althy, thankful if from 
time to time a bone is fung at them in the shape of à higher wage, an old 
age pension, an Insurance Act, or the 1i} 


The Boisheviki are ont to end thi h resent equality and >” 


all it means. It seeks to do away with class differences, with the exploiters 
and the exploited; it is realising and far onteteppigg the ideals and sims of 
the most progressive labour movements in these countries "That is the reason 
every capitalist country, trembling for its safety, howls for the suppression 
‘Gf the Bolshevik Republic. ' What is happening їп Rassia may happen els> 
where; therefore “down with the Revolution” before the Bolshevik microbe 
spreads all over Europe and endangers the present system of slavery. 


s К ` 


they may die; but thelr p 


$24 all the p х = 
le chaos; there must be fight; there must be suffering and bloodshed. 
Francis Thompson ro traly said: 


must 
„Аз 


“ Nothing begins and nothing ends 
That is not paid with moan; 
For we are born in others" pain, 
And perish in our own." 
Many will die, and die gladly, that others may reap the fruit of their sacrifice 
pies will live on. 


The Bolshevik Republie will survive in spite of all its enemies. A people 
which has so far lived in the most abject slavery has at last off 
chains; and the power does not exist which ія capable of back to 
their old Ма over one hundred and fifty million soula. ey will not 
relinquish their freedom and power without a desperate stenggle. Revolu- 

1 slave of imperialists or autocracy: 


tionary Russia will nover again be the 
They will brook no foreign interference, either German or Allied; neither do 
they want help. Did either one ағ the other proffer their assistance when 
Ratsia was being foully mismanaged by Rasputin and the Czar? 

Por the Soviet is the natural form of government to Russia, It is 
making constitutional the old community " Mir," an organisation that has 
туче ц in Russia for centuries. It represents the pentanta and the workers— 
and the future belongs to the peasants and the workers. 


Long live the Socialist Republic of Russia! 
SIDNEY ARNOLD. (Semyon Aronson). 


RUSSIAN SOVIET CONS 
y ADOPTED BY THE FIFTH ALL-RUSSIAN CONI 
AT ITS SITTING OF JULY 10rs, 


LN р © pant Es 
-DECLARATION OF RIGHTS“OF THE WORKING AND 
1 м : CLASSES. 


- CHAPTER L 
declared a “Republic of Soviets of Workers’, Soldiers 
tes. All the central and local power is vested i 


__ 2, The Soviet Republic of Russia is established on the basis 
ijon of free nations, «s а federation of national Soviet republics. 
ate ENTE CHAPTER П. 
... 8. The con of the Soviets of Workers’, Soldiers’, and í 
aœ Delegates, considering it to be its fondamental duty to Abolish all expioita- 
tion of one set of human beings by another, the division of society 
into classes; to suppress summarily all iters; to estabfish a socialist 
ace of society and the triumph of Socialism in all eouriries, farther — 
lecrees ; ч BC к 
(а) With а yiew to carrying оов the socialisation of land, all private 
property in land is abrogated and all land is declared to be the common- 
property of the people, and is handed over to the workers without compen- 
sation to its previons owners, on the basis of equalised use. _ eet 
(0) АП forests, mines, and waters of national importance, as well as 
all live stock and fixtures, model estates and agricultural concerns, are — - 
declared to be the property of the nation. j 
(c) As a first step towards the complete transference (0 the Soviet _ 
Ropublic of Workers and Peasants of all factories, works, mines, railways, 
and other means of production and transport, the Soviet law establishin; 
factory control by the workers and the Supreme Council of Nation: 
- Economy is hereby confirmed with a view to ensuring the power of the _ 
workers over the exploiters, 
(d) The third tongress of Soviets regards the Soviet law repudiati 
the loans contracted by the Оса of the Ozar, landowner, 
bourgeoisie, as a first blow tō the international capitalistic banking and - 
financial. system, und confidently expecta that. the. Soviet эёдлє will 
unswervingly proceed along the path which will lead to the complete victory > 
of the international workers: revolt against the yoke df capitalem 
(е) The nationalisation of all banks is hereby confirmed as one of the 
means for the emancipation of the toiling masses from the yoke of capitalism. 
(f| With a view to the abolition of all бс sections of society, 
and to the economic organisation of labour, a universal industrial conseription 
is introduced. 5 
і (9) With a view to securing full power to the workers and to preventing 
the possibility of the reestablishment of the power of the exploiters, it is 
| ; hereby decreed that all workers be armed, that a Socialist Med. Army of. 


E 


оет, and peasants be organised, and that the propertied clarses be 

isarmed. sS». 

CHAPTER Ш. 25 

l 4. Proclaiming its firm resolve to free humanity from the grip of financial 

capitalism and imperialiem which have covered the world with blood iw 

| this most criminal of wars, the third congress of Soviels wholeheartedly 
7 5 С 


CHAPTER ТҮ. $ 

7. The third all-Russian congreas of the Soviets of Workers', Soldiers’, 
and Peosants' Delegates considers it to be impossible during the present 
decisive struggle of the proletariat against its exploiters to admit the 
exploiters to any organ of government and authority. The authority must 
belong entirely and exclusively to the toiling masses and their authorised 
representatives—the Soviets of Workers’, Soldiers’, and Peasants’ Delegates. 

B At the same time, while trying to bring about a’ truly free and 
Voluntary, and for that reason complete and stable, union of the working 
classes of all the nationalities. in Russia, the third congress of the Soviets 
limits itself to the establishment of the fundamental principles for the 
foderation of tbe Soviet Republics of Russia, but leaving it to the workers 
and peasants of each nationality to come to am independent decision at 
their authorised Soviet congresses as to their adhesion and the terms thereof 
‘to the Federal Government and-to the other federal Soviet institutions. 


PART П. 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE RUSSIAN 
SOCIALIST FEDERAL SOVIET REPUBLIC. 
CHAPTER V. 


11. The Soviets im those regions which are distinguished by special 
conditions of hfe and are peopled by distinct nationalities, may form auto- 
rmmous regional unions, at the head of which, as well as of any regional 
qniows in general, stand the regional congresses of Soviets and their 
executives, These autonomons regional unions form, on the federal basis, 
pard of the Russian Socialjst Federal Soviet Republic. 

IZ. The supreme anthority in the Russian Socialist Federal Soviet 
Repeblic is vested in the all-Russian congress of Soviets and in the intervals 
‘Datween it» mestings to the all-Russian central executive committee. 

tic i оф 


Which, in а bout 
rom enjoying 
and 


(Yn With а view to ensuring 
the R.S.F.S.R. considers it to be ita 
peasants with а complete and all-round 


та, The RSFSR. considirs labour to be the duty of every 
the republic, and its watchword is—'' He who does not work notent.” 


while the non-labouring 
military duties. 

20. Starting from the principle of the solidarity of the workers of alt 
nations the R.S.F.&.R. grants all political rights of Russian citizens to 
foreigners settled in Russia for the purpose of work, and belonging to the 
working class or to the section of the peasantry which docs not фору 
hired labour, and farther authorises the local ri gram to s 
foreigners without any annoying formalities the rights of Russian citizenship. 


21. The R.&F.SR. grants the right of asylum to all foreignent porso- 
cuted for political and religious offences. 


- 22. The R.S.F.SR., recognising as it does equal righta of ¢itizens regard 
Jess of the racial and national distinctions, declares tbe conferring. of any 
privileges whatever on those grounds, and likewise amy persecution of 
Rational minorities or the limitation of their citizen rigk.», w be à vusation 
oi the fundamental laws of the Republic. 

23. Guided as it is by the interests of the working clase ma а whole, 
the RSFSR. deprives individual pereons, and groupe of all euch persons, 
SE Highs. wigi tiay te о th ere ot Бе ЫНЫН alie. 

olution. 


PART Ш 
OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT. 


ds” delegates: MV 

ie au-numsisn congress of Soviets constitutes the highest authority 
25. The all-Russian congress of Soviets consists of representatives 
Soviets at the rate of one delegate per 25,000 electors, and of repreaem- 
“tatives of the provincial congresses of Soviets at the rate of one delegate 
per 125,000 inhabitants. : Ў 
(1) In the event of the provincial congress of Soviets not preceding the _ 
all-Russian congress, the delegates to the latter are sent direct by the district и 
‘congresses. 

(2) In the event of the regional congress of Soviets immediately pre- 
ceding the all-Russian congress, the delegates to the latter may be pA 
‘the regionel congress. 

M 26. The all-Ressian congress of Soviets is convened by the all-Russian 
4 central executive committee at least twice a year. * 

27. An extraordinary all-Russian congress is convened by the all-Ruesian 
central executive committee on its own initiative, or on the demand of 
Soviet» in localities numbering not less than one-third of the whole popula: — 
tion of the Republic. 

28 The ali-Russiam congress of Soviets elects an all-Russian central 
executive committee consisting of not more than 200 members. 

29. The all-Ruasian central executive committee is enfirely responsible 
to the all-Roesian congress of Soviets. 

30. In the interval between the meetings of the congresses the supreme 
authority of the Republic is the all-Russian central executive committee, 

* CHAPTER VIL 

‘The ali-Russian central executive committee: 

SL The ali-Russian C.E.C. constitutes the supreme legislative, adminis- 
trativo, and controlling organ of the R.S.F.S.R. Я 

s 32, The all-Russian C.E.C. gives a general direction to the activities of 

the Workers’ and Peasants’ Government and of all the organs of the Soviet 
authority in the Nino Д co-ordinates the legislative and administrative- 
work, and watches over the working of the Soviet constitution and the appli- 
cation of decrees of the all-Russian congresses of Soviets and of the central 
organs of the Soviet Government. 

55. The all-Russian C.E.C. examines and ratifies drafts of decrees and 
other proposals brought in by the council of people's commissaries or by 
separate departments, and also issues its own decrees and regulations, 

54. The all-Rassian C.E.C. convenes the all-Russian congress of Soviete, 
to which it renders account of its activities and presents reports on general 
polity and individual subjects. 

35. The all-Russian C.E.C. appoints the council of peaple's commissaries 
for the general conduct of affairs of the R.S.F.S.R. and the departments 
| (people's commissariats) for the management of different branches of 

plete ra 
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sian C.E.C. has the right to abrogate or to auspend all © 
of the council of people's commisza-iz-. 


41, All important political regulations and decisioils of the council of 
people's commiasares ае referred to the all Marsian C.E 0, Аара fia] 


нау Tat-feation, © 
Note—Mensures of urgency ihe гошалй of 
people's commissaries ogra ut reference io the serta d. EC. 
42, The members of the council of people's commissaries лге аё tho head 
of various people's со 
43. There are 18 people's xor SEE 


(a) Foreign Affairs. : (E) Finance. 

(0) Military „ >: (0) Wares and Means of Cemmunico- 
4c) Naval " i 
4) Home ^5 =) Келле, ы 

i5 Justice. ) Commerce and Indmsiries. 

4f) Labour Pe] Food Supply. ~ 

ty) Sociat Welfare. P (p) State Control 

(^) Education (9) Su e Connell ef Nationa} 
(i) Post and Telegraph. jum % т 
(7) Nationalities. (r) Public Health. 


44, In each commissariat a board iz-farmed, the members of which ane 
confirmed by the council of people's commiesaries. (OR 
45. A people's commissary has the power to decide all ques- 
tions pertaining to his department, bringing them at same time to the 
notice of his board. In the event of the coral by the board of the -~ 
decisions taken by the commissary, =a in entitled to lodge a protest fo tho 
=, Gunoi) of people's commissaries or at the presidium of the all-Rassan C.E,C. - 
. Individual members of the board have the same right. 


46. The council of people's commissaries is respor sible £o. the 
all-Russian congress of Soviets and to the all-Russian С. CTS 

47. The people's commissaries and boards attached to the commiiseariats 
are wholly responsible to the council of people's commissaries amd to the p 
all-Russian, C, E.C. ¥ 


48. The title of people's commissaries belongs exelmsiwely to members 
f the council of people's commiesaries in charge of the pii affairs of the 
R.S.F.S.R., and cannot be assumed by any other representatives of either the 
central or local Soviet authority. 

Matters wii 0e compdesus Di, ia ai Resia cupi ot CURE 
and of the all-Russian central executive committee: c 


п 


CHAPTER IX. 
of the all-Russian congress of Soviets and of the 
| executive committee extends to all questions of national 


and amplification of the constitutio 


new members of the Soviet 
of the withdrawal of parts from Че Rus Rus: 


{f} The general administrative division of the mem d the R.S.F.S.R. 
ЕЛ поба peel proc pee ie weights, 
т iteration of the sj measures, w 
and money in the of the R.S.F.S.R. f 
| (ñ) Relations with powers, declaration of war, conclusion of 
| peace 
(i) The conctesion of loans, customs, and commercial treaties, and ot 
1 Жыш agreements. 
| (0) The drawing up of a basis and of a general plan lor the whole. 
| economic organisation and ite branches in the е of the RSFSR. 


(Sie eg fs ae Sb de” 
m) The fixing of State taxes and dues. 
hment of a basis of organisation of the armed forces of 


ion of courts of justice, administration 
of justice, civil 


| 
(р) The nomination and dismiseal, of Гайша members of the council 

| of 2907 3 commissaries, as well as of the council of people's commissaries 

| as a whole, also the confirmation of the president of the council of people's 

‘commissaries. 

| 

[ 

1 

: 

] 


(r) The issue of general rules and regulations in respect of acquisition 
and loss of naturalisation and of rights enjoyed by foreigners in the terri- — 
tary of the Republic. 

(+) The right of partial and full amnesty. p 
50. In addition to the above-enumerated matters, all other questions 

which they consider subject to their decision are within the саа of 
the ail-Ressian congress of Soviets and of the all-Russian central utive 

committee. 


53. Within the sole competence of the all-Russian congress of Soviets 


|o aret S 
Ц (91 The establishment, amplification, and alteration of the basis of the 
Soviet, constitution. 

(5) Ths ratification of peace treaties 

52. The decision on matters indicated in points (е) and (А) is feft to the 
all-Russim central executive committee only in the event of the impossibility | 


| 
| of summoning an all-Russian congress of Soviets. 
| THE ORGANISATION OF THE LOCAL'SOVIET AUTHORITIES, 
Soviet congresses: 
я CHAPTER Х. 
53. The couslitution of the congresses of Soviets is as follows: 
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'alost cong: consist of representatives of all the village 
‘basis of one delegate for every ten members of the 


(1) The district con, are attended by Soviet representatives from 
towns of not more than 10,000 inkabitants, Soviets of localities of less than 
1,000 inhabitants combine for the purpose of electing delegates to the district 
congress, 


(2) Village Soviets, with a membership of less than ten, send one dele- 
gate to the valost congress. 
54. The Soviet congresses are convened by the executive committees. 


“santing tbe Sovies thority i the эта concersed, eer on Ue own 


ive or on the demand of Soviets in localities with a 
less than oné-third of the whole population of the said area, at twice 
three and districts, 


55. The congress of Soviets (regional, county) district, and communal) - 
elects its extcutive committee, the membership of which must not exceed: — 
(a) twenty-five in a region and province, (0) twenty in a district, (c) ten 
in a community. The executive committee is wholly responsible to the 
congress of Soviets which had elected it. 

56. Within the limits of its competence, the congress of Soviets (regional, 
provincial, district, and commenal) constitutes the supreme authority in its 
respective territory; in the intervals between the congresses that authority 
is exercised by the executive committee. 

The Soviets" delegates: : 

4 CHAPTER ХІ 

The Soviets’ delegates are elected as follows : 


said locality. 
58. For the work of current administration the Soviet electe from its 
own midst an executive organ (the executive committee) to consist of not 
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country places and of not more than one member 
to aggregate no fewer than three and not more than 
Moscow not more than ten). The executive com- 
xesponsible to its respective Во 
ets аге. парна е E 580 ea 
‘or on the demand of not less than one-half of the num 


their Soviets, at least once a week in town and twice a 
М Within the limits of their competence the Sovi digs eee 
tse Biel by Avs. Sp Note 1, пера moming of ectars the 


est authority in respectiv territory. 
Sabjecta Wirt oh 976 «> 


СНАРТЕВ ХП. 
61. The competence of the Ec Soa, provincial, 


organs of the Soviet auti 
(а) The application of all all the xpo of the corresponding Е, gans. 


oi Soviet, authority. 

Р ,D Measures for the cultural and economic development of LL 

ae : 
(c) Adm inistration of all matters of local importance, _ т? 


(d) Unification of the entire activity of the Soviets in the locality. y 

62. The congresses of Soviets and their executive committees aro 
authorised to control the activity of the local Soviets in a way, and regional 
congresses and executives control all the Soviets of the region, provincial. 
congresses and executives contro! all the Soviets in the provinces, pi the 
town Soviets, which are not represented at Se district congresses, etc. In 
addition, the regional and provincial eon; үзүгү) Hue executive com- 
Anitees^have the right to abrogate the on their 
territory, informing the central m jet prem of pr» fact. yen cases of that 
importance. 

63. To carry out the tãske imposed on the organs of Soviet reri d 
the Soviets (town and country) and the executive committees ional, 
provincial, district, and communal) fórm suitable departments with uere 
trators in charge of them. 


PART IV. 
THE RIGHT TO VOTE AND TO BE ELECTED. 
CHAPTER ХШ. 

64, The following citizens of both sexes of the R.S.F.S.R., who, at the 
time of election, have reached the age of 18, have the right to vote for and to 
be elected to, the Soviets, regardless of creed, nationality, residence, etc. 

{a) All those who earn a living by productive work of social usefulness, 
including those engaged ín domestic duties enabling them to do productive 
work, such as—workers and employees of all kinds pccupied in trade, 

commerce, farming, etc., peasants and Cossack-agriculturiste, provided ‘they 
do not employ hired labour for profit. 
b) Soldiers and sailors of the Soviet army and navy. 
с) Citizens in the category comprised in points (a) and (b) of Art. 64, 
-who have become to any extent incapacitated for work. 

(1) The local Soviets can, with the sanction of the central authority, 
lower the age limit fixed in this paragraph. 

(2) Persons referred to in Paragraph 20 (Part IL, Chapter V.) who have 
ot become Russian citizens also possess the franchise and may be elected 
to the Soviets. 

4 t 


65. The following have no right to vote an 
though they possess qualifications mentioned above: 

(а) Persons employing hired labour for profit. 

(b) Persons living on unearned incomes, such. 


income derived from businesses, revenues from property, 
0 о ond tbe eres pf al паса аа а 
) Monks and the al es 
" 5) Officials and agents of the former police force, of the ву 
X e and secret police, and also members of the одие R 


ea nt legally certified as lunatics, mentally poe and those 


uu Prem окса by the established laws and courts of justice for 
venal and us offences. 

The procedure at elections: 
E is CHAPTER XIV. 

66, Elections are held according to established usage on days decided 
E inpon by the local Soviets. 


67. The elections take pus in the presence of the electoral committee 


‘and a representative of the local Soviet. 


68. In the event of the unavoidable absence of the representative of the 
Sige И his place is taken by the Кор of the electoral com- 
ittee, and, in his absence, by the president of the electoral assembly. 

69. Minutes of the progress and result of the elections aro taken and 
signed by the members of the electoral committee and the Soviet 
representative. 

70. The local Soviets, in accordance with instructions of the all-Russiar 
central executive committee, decide on the electoral procedure as well aa on 
5 participation of trade anions and other labour organisations in the 
elections. 


The revision and quashing of elections snd the recall of delegates: 


CHAPTER ХУ, . 
7L All the facts in connection with the electiona are reported to the 
local Soviet. 

72. The Soviet appoints a revising committee to examine the results of 
the elections.’ 

75. The revising committee reports to the Soviet the. results of the 
examination. 

74. The Soviet is the arbiter in the event of rival candidates claiming 
election. 

75. In the event of the rejection of the claims of a candidate, the Soviet 
orders new elections. 

76. In the event of irregularities committed throughout an election, the 
question of the quashing of the election is decided by the next highest organ 
of the Soviet authority. 

7T. The highest court for the quashing of an election to the Soviets is 
tho all-Russian central executive committee. 

78. The electors have at all times the statutory right to recall their elected ~ 
delegates and to hold a new election. E 


15 x + 


the 
ЖЛ locsl aod national тореш ob tha 
if needs. be, interference with the rights of. 


60. The State revenue and expenditure of the R.S.F. S.R. 
in a national budget. 
tee 81. The all-Russian Sin gee of Soviets or the ай 
tive committee decide which revenues and levies form 
‘budget and which are to be put at the disposal of the? 
alto fix the limits of taxation. А, 
52, The Soviets im taxation and levies sol for local local 1 regirementa 
National requirements E met by grants from the State ced S 
$3. No expenditure сап be effected irom the State ia withont 
Цара гаш in the State budget, ee 
е central government. 
84, Credits required for meeting requirements of а character are 
put at the disposal of local Soviets by the State treasury through the corro- 
sponding people's commissariates. С 


85. All credits е to the Soviete from Ша funda of the Бий» 


treasury, and also all credits reserved in the estimates for local needs, are 
to be expended within the limits of the corres sections of the - 
estimates (paragraphs and articles) for the specified only, and T 


not be diverted to any other requirements without a special decree of 
all-Russlan central executive committee aad the council of People's 
missaries. 


86. The local Soviete compile half-yearly and e estimates of revenue - 
and expenditure for local needs. The estimates of village aud communal 
ч + Sovjets and town Soviets taking part in district congresses, and also estimates 

of the district organs of the Soviet authority, are Mice by the respective 
»' provincial and regional congresses or by their executive committees; to 
i estimates of the town, provincial, and regional organs of the Soviet authorit 
t xare confirmed by the all-Russian central executive committee and by the. 

Council of people's- commissaries. 

87. For expenditure, not provided in the estimates, and also in the ey 
of the inadequacy of sums granted in the estimates, suj Aer eem and 
may be obtained by the Soviets through the people's com- 
| misrariates, 
| 88. In the event of the inadequacy of local funds to meet local require- 
| ments, grants in aid and loans for absolutely necessary e: are made 
~ to the local Soviets by the all-Russian central executive py and the 
council of people's commissaries from the State treasury. 
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ФОАТ OF ARMS AND FLAG OF THE RUSSIAN SOCIALIST FEDERAL. 
SOVIET REPUBLIC. 


CHAPTER ХҮП. б 
ВЗ. The coat of arms of the R.S.F.S.R. consists of a representation of а 
d 16 


golden Ме вала аа with Кыа pet 
ground, in rays of sun, and surrounded by a wreath 


- (a) Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic, 
(b) Workers of the world, unite. 

i mercial, naval, and military flag of the R.S.F.S.R. со 
of a HUM tub p a, ж the top lai soen ob МЫКЫ tae 
i | in golden letters—" R.S.F.S.R.," or “Russian Socialist Fe 
Soviet Republic.”* 


du A 


WORKPEOPLE. 


1, For the AR ауа the ante aa 
establishments engaged in manufacture, commerce, banking, agriculture, 
aime activities either for papers or distribution, and 


exercised over pe the purchase and sale of products and raw 
uper m materials and their preservation, as also over the financial management of 
suci 

2. RENE by EE shall be exercised in each establishment con- 
cerned through the elected organisations of such workpeople, which shall 
include workshop and factory committees, councils of starosta (elders), etc, 
Such Сүт ‘must comprise representatives of the salaried employees 
and is technical staffs. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION. 

3 For each, large town, government, or manufacturing district there 
shall be formed a district council of workmen's control, which shall operate 
as an organisation кү to the council oN workmen's, soldiers’, and 
peasants’ deputies, and shall be composed of representatives of the trade 
unions, workshop, factory, sand other workpeople's committees, аз also of + 
workmen's co-operative societies. 

4. Until such time as à co of the district councils of workmen's 
control can be held, an all-Russian council of workmen's control shall he 
founded at Petrograd, -consistigg of representatives of the following organisa- 
tion: he all-Russian central executive committee of the council of work- 
men’s and soldiers’ deputies (five representatives), the allJRus 
executive committee of the peasants” deputies (five), the all-Ri 
of trade unions (five), the all-Russian central office of workmen's co-operative: 
societies (two), the all-Russian bureau of factory committees (five), the. 
all-Russian union of engineers and technical employees (five), the all-Ruscian 
Union of Agricultural surveyors (two). all-Ras trade union federations 
with less than 100,000 members (one ait similar federations with more 
ш 100,000 members (two each), the Petrograd council of trade unions 
two). 

5. From among the superior officials of the workmen's control shall be 
formed committees consisting of expert examiners (technical experts, 
accountants, etc.), which, both on the initiative of the officials themselves. 
and on the request of the inferior officials of the workmen's control, shall be 
е to examine the financial and technical management of the under- 

ing. 

E nu E 


B nara гин ane Quei. 45 
Бозала = = 
m measures: cost 
ч Кыс” ascertaining apes 
i ey bavo also the rit of supervising the whole of he ce 
lence of the may be taken at la: 

Ep d 
Fox cre rid obliged to produce to the officials of the 
anelli ай reports both for the current and earlier business | e 
B. The decisions of the officials of the workmen's b 
TROUPE. "oa cR 7 


9. Three days! grace shall be allowed to the proj 
ment of the undertaking. daring ich decia d 
the workmen's control-may be contested before the 
of the control. 

ў e In all pen E МС m d proprietor 
of the worl and employees ch 
sible to ie Rat Een the scien etn discipline, and 
‘be taken person . maky o ot 


sny 
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РУ" other AE ur wo 


* pru OF DISPUTES. 


i е Means and workmen’ 
Msn and shall supervise the -— of the subordinate officials of the 


‘workmen's control. 
CONTROL OF "LABOUR. a 

12. The all-Russian council of workmen's control shall formulate general — 
plans and instructions regarding control by the oe shall issue come ~ 
pulsory regulations, co-ordinate the reciprocal relations of the district 
councils, and operate as the body of final а with regard to all matters —— 
Bering Dapedtin with tha contro) Of кайнар ty Qu эрер M. 

13. The all-Russian council of workmen's control shall ee the 


activity of the organisations of workmen's control in unison with the acti 
of all other bodies which are engaged in the work of organising j 
economics, 
A body of rules with regard to the mutual relationa the all- 
Council of 


- Se ee eae organising 
‚Шыл alatas social notulis wil be DARÀ орама 
АП Jaws and rescripta which limit the activities of factors, worlabop, 
and other committees and councils of the workpeople and delegated represen- 
2 dativer are hereby annulled. 
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GREETINGS 
Greetings to the 
lations on this th 


ie ; wea! ; and to-day it 
г legs bidding defiance to the monarchies and sham republics 


is much alive i 
ола at the success of this 
It is only fitting that Ireland, so fruitful in ideals, so accustomed to the 
‘thwarting of Баре sed to rade Swakoninge frond her noblest dreams, shonld 
оп this occasio: friendly greetin; а warm message of congrat 
7 Һеуікі on their ара over the enormous hostile force pitted 


‘We know nothing in this country of what is happening in Russia except 
what an interested capitalist Press allows us to know. So flaj 
impossible are the lies and ridiculous misrepresentations t] 

the word ‘ Bolshevik '' has come to be synonymous with cruelty, butchery, 
and red terror. One respectable diy paper gravely and solemnly assures its 
readers that no self-respecting " nard” would think of going to bed 
without having at least committed one murder; he requires the shrieks of 
his victim to act a soothing narcotic and induce sweet slumber! The 
imagination of the Press must be at a low ebb, or else it must have a 
wonderful faith in the voracious credulity of its readers. 

We Irish remember that the selfsame calumnies were diligently circulated 
in America after Easter Week, and that until assured to the contrary 
Americans believed that “Sinn Fein'' stood for all-that is savage, blood- 
thirsty, and debasing, while the average Volunteer was simply a demon in 
human form! 

“All the more reason now that Ireland should send birthday greetings to 
Russia, “A fellow-feeling makes us wondrous kind." We muat assure the 
new Bolshevik Republic of our sympathy and encouragement. We mast let 
her know that, no matter what changes may come, that though the fight may 
appear lost. and the forces of her unserupulous enemies seem too powerful, our 
prayers and hopes will still be with her, cheering and encouraging her 
onward towards her great goal. = 

And what is this great goal? and how does it appeal to us for our 
support? 

The goal towards which the Russians are striving is the triumph of the 
*' соттоп good " over the interests of “private gain." It is the destruction 
of the old system which created, upheld, and fostered side by side millionaires 
and paupers, slums and mansions, luxury and starvation, superfluity for the 
few and insufficiency for the many. Hard, undeniable facts these, patent_to 
sxeryoue, flourishing ав openly and freely in Ireland as élsewhere. The 
destruction of these forces is the aim and object of the Bolshevik Revolution! 
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and 
3 right to live their lives as be lived; in one word, do vet 
E 945-2 


or even staggers, that unjust and inbuman state of 
wishes and encouragement. 


ed Republics of France and America have proved them- 


They mean nothing more to the workers than a change of — 


governing class still on top. The 
nomic. demand " ities and equal chances for 
Justice"! 
‘The conditions 
the wo: 
dead 
bi 


execution. It has pitted the power of the people against a mould; 

; and the people have won! Industries are being wo 
citizens, not for individual aggrandisement. It has a living, breathing faith, 
a burning passion for the right; and it is realising more and more every day 
the world’s dream of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity. The old form of 
overarmen Was had йа chance тош (me бааа а roler bui auscosded 
ruler, Parliament succeeded Parliament; and what have they to show? 
Poverty, exploiting, sweating, disease for more than half the population; 
and, as-well as all that, we have the present war, the greatest crime of all 
against democracy—the direct result of autocracy and capitalism run to its 
limits. They have been tried and found wanting. 


The whole world is in process of change; society is in the melting pot; 
democracy, with its just and insistent cry for recognition of ita rights is upon 
us, Russia but leads the way. It is as futile to try to retard its progress as 
were the efforts of Canute when he ofdered the tide to recede, It is our duty 
in Ireland to rouse ourselves to meet this great change, to look beyond the 

„narrow outlook of our private interests, beyond the calummies of the capitalist. 
Press, and welcome this'Brorld-wide upheaval. We have so long dreamed of 
“ freedom" and fed our souls on visions, made so many ices, and so 
often been disappointed that it ig small wonder hope dies within us. When 
we think of the noble lives that have been lost the blood that has been 
shed to obtain the barest political rights, we lose heart, and hesitate before 
risking further sacrifices. 

But yet these dend heroes, just like the long line of Russian revolu- 
tionaries, dd not regret the sacrifices they made. One of the most touching 
incidents of Easter Week was related to me by a man who fought beside The 
O'Rahilly in the Post Office. It was the evening before he was killed, when 
they wore snatching a hurried meal. In a moment of despondency, my friend 
exclaimed: ‘‘Is it worth it? Will anything compensate us for the loss of 
these brave young lives?" The O'Rahilly looked at him. “Don't m 
know," he said, '*that it's never those who fight who win the laurels? e 
are doing this for those who will come after us. They will reap the benefit 
‘of our sacrifices—end we don't regret it!” e 

Those are the feelings which sent the long, apparently endless, stream of 
young Russians tó death, or worse—to Siberia. O'Rahilly but echoes the 
"Words which ring in every brave heart the world over. 

The ideals for which the Russians fought throughout the ages are now in 
process of being realised. To-day in Russia, tyranny and despotsim are no 
more; never again will such ап autocracy be tolerated in any shape or form. 
She has travelled too far along the road to freedom to retrace her steps. 
trumpet call of Walt Whitman: 


ment, there will be no more obstacles between the will of the people and its- 
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‘their youth, 
а new earth, 
dreamed dreams, 


materialism and the во] 
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it surrounds 

honest hand 

brotherhood 
to another. А 
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Stiend: 
Tellow- 


Man closer unto man than that he feel 


The trouble of his comrade. 


So 


we grope 


Through courage, truth, and kindness back to hope." 


( " LIBERTIA." ) R. McKenna. 
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ЛС AND DEMOCRACY. 


success of the Bolshevik Revolution in November last, 
d the Constituent Assembly which had been summoned 
ern the country by means of a quite new: 


Eoee- edla юге or teat ater tha t of the — 


from the scene of action; we did not, ps, quite realise what the Soviets 
жеге; and, above all and beyond all, v^ hed not pondered sufficient! 


{у the real mesnin of letari: lution, what it really invol 
tol via и: ant inva а i 
e 


take to axsure its victory. 
iks are Marxians, social democrats, They believe im 
‘racy—that is, in government by the people for the people. Why, then, 
did they destroy the democratic Constituent Assembly, elected though it had. 
Peen by universal suffrage? 


Ў For reasons dependent on the fact that Russia was in a stato of 
revolution—a fact which must be borne in mind all 
Russian present-day affaira; for EN things which are allowable—indeod, 
eesential—in a state of revolution would be quite inadmissible aud indefensible 
under normal peace conditions. 
During revolutionary times the minds of the masees move quickly; their 
Opinions vary from month to month—nay, from week to week, and even day 
to oh The leader or representative who expresses the views of the masses 
one no longer does во the next, when the swift-moving political and 
economic events during the revolutionary period havo materially changed. 
During revolution, it must be remembered, everything is in a state of flux. 


Now, the Constituent Assembly had been elected according to electoral 
lista of candidates drawn up by the various parties many months before the 
zi election actually took place, when these men and these parties represented. 
р something very different from that which they represented when first drawn 

up. The masses had in the meantime progressed, whereas many of the leaders 
had regressed. Tho elections for and the calling together of the Constituent. 
Assembly had been continually put off by the previous Provisional Govern- 
ments, Thus—to give but one example—the peasants were invited, and largely 
ve their votes to the list drawn up by the Socialist Revolutionary Partys 
: ut by tim time the Assembly met the one list contained the names of both 
` the Right and Left wings of the party, which represented diametrically 
opposite policies in both home and foreign affair. For thjs and other 
reasons, into which we have no space to enter, the Bolsheviks could rightly 
laim that ihe Consliteant АЙЫУ no longer represented. the tind.of the 
country. It was necessary to replace it by à democratic organisation which 
should reflect the popular mind more directly, and which would be more 
sensitive to the changing moods and desires of the vast working and peasant 

Such an organisation was the Soviets, itself а product of 
, Which sprang up throughout the country at the beginning of the 
jon lor its defence against the counter-revolutionaries. The Soviets, or 
councils, consist of the ee of the workers and peasants. Each town or 
villi elects its Soviet, which forms tbe governing authority of that town 
or village. The Soviet members are known to their constituents in their daily 
life; they are continuously before them; and their electors have the right 10 
recall or to annul the mandate of any of their Soviet representatives who acte 


^ 
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Why? Simply because the step was sudden, unexpected; we were far ` 


x 


ойно на 

oa of which time they 

niet EOM Mai ‘of villages, 

D Which, consisting of 
the affairs of tbe 


Soviet Congress, consisting. 
Soviets of Villages less than 10.000 inhabi 
populations of over 10,000 have independent Soviet: 


the daily administrative work is carried out by 

own members, : 
At first € three months, now every six months, there is an 

All-Russian. Compe of Soviets, which is the 


supreme sulle Д 
of the country, delegates to this congress are peeing Re an 
town Soviets. AÑ emergency congress may be called at any time. Doring 
the intervals between the meetings of the com, а central executive © 
committee of about 200 members elected by the in Cony verns 
the country; and departments of this committee carry an the daily adminis- 
trative work of the country, It will be observed that in this form of 
democracy the vast majority of the population are in direct touch with their. 
representatives: it ix the masses themselves who pull the strings and who 
сап at any time lirecti i rament. But it 
will be noticed that no room i» here pro for landlords, employers, and 
the parasitic classes generally. Quite true. Our Russian comrades recogni 
quite frankly that they bave established the “ dictatorship of the prol at," 
which must be the first stage in any real proletarian of socialist revolution. 
The State, whether astocracy, constitutional monarchy, or bourgeois: 
republic, represents an organ of oppression of one class by another, The 
French Republican amber, the Tain absolutism, the German semi- 
à n democratic Parlament—all with their standing armies, 
whole administrative, judicial largely, even educational 
iruments whereby the ruling minority crash the working 
and exploited majority. 
If the working class, the vast majority of the people in any mation, are 
to gain real power—if, that i» to say, they want to establish real demogracs? 
а accordance with the interests and will of the vast mass 
the first step must be to crash the resistance of the present. газ "mit А 
Surrounded as they аге by t of tbe comter-revolutionaries of 
shades, by the economic power (i left unfettered) of the present САЯ 
not 
d- 


i 
capitalist class. (not to peak of their foreign enemies), the proletariat wo 
stand no chance of reaping the resulta-of their heroic revolution did 


— Throughout the world we 

lone we have at the present moment 
y 

object. 


people. 


